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During 2007, Public Transport quietly made

its way through to European level. The
European Commission in releasing

a Green Paper acknowledged a
move “Towards a new culture
for urban mobility”. The
European Parliament and
the Council adopted the

regulation on public passenger
transport services by rail and

by road. Debates are on going to
design a binding frame to reduce

Greenhouse Gas emissions on road transport.

Challenges however are higher than ever
and Transport Authorities, in the forefront
of actors, enter 2008 knowing they will
have to embrace comprehensively the
problems in their social, economic and
political dimension, if they want to reach
solutions that endure.

2008 will see the lay out of the Commission
urban mobility action plan and 2008 will
also see the tenth anniversary of EMTA.

Ten years already of sharing practice, of
developing knowledge, of building on
experience across European metropolises,
ten years that made EMTA a strong and
reliable actor to take part into the drawing
of the urban mobility action plan at
European level.

No doubt, 2008 will be a busy year for
EMTA.

Best wishes for a Happy New Year

Sabine Avril 
Secretary General

News from Europe
¸ Regulation
The Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on public
passenger transport services by rail and by road has been published at the
Official Journal of the European Union on 3 December 2007.

The entry into force of the Regulation is 3 December 2009. The transition
period (10 years) is limited to the application of article 5 on the way public
service contracts have to be awarded. Provision have been made  for specific
regime for existing contracts that under certain conditions may remain in force
also after the entry into force of the Regulation.

REGULATION (EC) No 1370/2007 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL of 23 October 2007 on public passenger transport services by rail and
by road and repealing Council Regulations (EEC)Nos 1191/69 and 1107/70).

www.eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_315/l_31520071203e
n00010013.pdf

¸ Galileo
The European parliament and the Council came eventually to an agreement 3
December 2007 on the funding of Galileo thanks to the revised proposition of
the European Commission.

The European global navigation satellite  EGNOS-Galileo  project will provide in
2013 five navigation services:  Open Service, Safety of Life Service, Commercial
Service, Public Regulated Service, Search and Rescue Service.

The total estimated amount for full operation capability of Galileo is €3.4bn for
2007-2013 of which €2.4bn remained to find. Finally  the EU budget ministers
agreed to cover the €2.4 billion needed  through unused Community funds,
mainly those earmarked for the common agricultural policy.

The revised proposition contained also provisions on the governance and the
industrial tendering process in order to guarantee competition and transparency.

Commissionner Barrot said “The industrial plan has been very difficult to implement
because we had to reconcile a necessary measure of competition and a desire
for fair allocation of the construction work on Galileo. So in dividing the
programme up into six packages, imposing sub-contracting, we have maintained
competition so that all the aerospace industries in Europe can participate”.

www.eu2007 .p t /NR / rdon ly re s /D69E2B31 -CAD9-44C7 -BF77 -
56A4567D3D62/0/97344.pdf

¸ European Union presidency in 2008 will start with Slovenia during the
first semester followed by France during the last semester.

Among the main topics of the Slovenian presidency agenda are energy and
climate change and the implementation of the new Lisbon cycle for growth and
jobs. After the Bali climate conference in December, the Commission is expected
to propose a comprehensive energy and climate change package in January,
with a special focus on emissions trading, carbon capture and storage and
renewables.

With the Lisbon strategy currently under review, EU leaders will decide on the
implementation of the next Lisbon cycle when they meet at the Spring Council
13-14 March in Slovenia.

www.eu2008.si/info/en/

editorial
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